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the equal of any, and while they did little or nothing
in the line of masonry or stonework, but used adobe
almost exclusively, they had invented a process of
adobe sculpture which was not known to any other
race. But it was in metal work that they had attained
the highest and most remarkable skill. Not only did
they smelt copper, gold, silver and even platinum,
and form the metals into innumerable utensils, orna-
ments, weapons, musical instruments and decorations^
but they discovered the art of metal-plating. From
the tombs and graves at Chan-Chan, and elsewhere
within the Chimu district, have come many articles
of metal which are actually astounding. Among
these are masks, beads, ornaments and utensils of cop-
per plated with gold; similar objects plated with
silver, and silver objects gold plated. So perfectly
and evenly is the plating done that any one exami-
ning them would declare that they were electroplated
if their origin were not known.
However, as it is beyond belief that the Chimus
possessed any knowledge of electricity, we must
formulate some other theory to explain their process
of plating one metal with another. Possibly it was
accomplished by some chemical process, although this
seems as incredible as the electrolytic process would
be. Possibly it might have been done by some
method of dipping the object to be coated in molten
metal; but in that case it would appear impossible
that a thin copper or silver article would not instantly
be melted and combined with the molten gold. It has
been suggested that the objects were coated with some
kind of adhesive or lacquer, sprinkled with metal-
dust and burnished; but there are no indications of